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them on every page; but a very short quotation may serve to
emphasize the difference between group and spot-plague
principles. The essence of the latter is that almost the only
stops used are full-stops and commas, that conjunctions are
rare, and that when a conjunction does occur the comma is
generally used, not the full-stop. What naturally follows is
an arrangement of this kind :
The shell of Ravensnuik was, for the present at least, at his disposal.
The foreman or 'grieve' at the Home Farm was anxious to be friendly,
but even if he lost that place, Daa Weir knew that there was plenty of
others.—CROCKETT.
(To save trouble, let it be stated that the shell is a dependency
of the Home Farm, and not contrasted with or opposed to it.)
Here there are three grammatically independent sentences,
between the two latter of which the conjunction but is inserted.
It follows from spot-plague principles that there will be a full-
stop at the end of the first, and a comma at the end of the
second. With the group system it is not so simple a matter ;
before we can place the stops, we have to inquire how the
three sentences are connected in thought. It then appears
that the friendliness of the grieve is mentioned to account for
the shell's being at disposal; that is, there is a close connexion,
though no conjunction, between the first and the second sen-
tences. Further, the birds in the bush of the third sentence
are contrasted, not with the second sentence's friendliness,
but with the first sentence's bird in the hand (which, however,
is accounted for by the second sentence's friendliness). To
group rightly, then, we must take care, quite reversing the
author's punctuation, that the first and second are separated
by a stop of less power than that which separates the third
from them. Comma, semicolon, would do it, if the former
were sufficient between two grammatically independent sen-
tences not joined by a conjunction; it obviously is not
sufficient here (though in some such pairs it might be); so,
instead of comma, semicolon, we must use semicolon, full-

